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1. Sara acts as both Heartsdale’s pediatrician and coroner, a practice common in 
small Southern towns. What does this practice say about the South’s attitudes 
towards life and death? What effect does having these seemingly opposing jobs 
have on Sara? 

 

2. “Sara did not like other people cleaning up her messes” (p.4). Are there other 
instances where Sara refuses or is reluctant to accept help? What does this say 
about her? Is she independent or stubborn to a fault? 

 

3. Sara and Jeffrey must cross paths professionally, despite being ex-spouses. Is it 
possible to work with an ex? How well do you think Sara and Jeffrey cope with 
it? Are there times where the lines between personal and professional blur? 

 

4. Jeffrey is very affected by the scene of Sibyl’s murder. Do you think a criminal 
investigation is more emotionally difficult to undertake in a small town like 
Heartsdale, where “everyone was your neighbor” (p.19)? Are larger cities 
desensitized to violent crime? 

 

5. As a detective, Lena deals with two contrasting male views on women. Her 
partner Frank disapproves of women on the force and goes as far as purposely 
excluding Lena out of cases. Despite her frustration, Lena believes he’s “not a bad 
guy” (p.27). Is she right? Would you call Frank sexist? Do you believe women in 
male-dominated jobs still face the same attitudes or are most male co-workers 
similar to Jeffrey, who is completely comfortable working with women? 

 

6. How would you describe Lena? Did you find her tough or just assertive? How 
much did you sympathize with her? 

 

7. Did you hope Sara and Jeffrey would reconcile? Are they better apart? Were you 
surprised by the final scene? What do you imagine would happen at dinner the 
next evening?  
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