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 This novel shifts its perspective, moving the action from the 
present day to the mid-70s.  Did you ever find yourself wishing 
you could stay in one era? 

 
 Do you believe that modern women still have to deal with the 

misogynist attitudes that Amanda and Evelyn faced?    Did the 
female detectives face worse abuse because they were in a 
traditionally “macho” profession, i.e. the police?  

 
 In the end, Amanda and Evelyn are only able to find the killer 

because they have the help of other women working in both the 
police department and in other city agencies.  Have you ever 
felt like you were in a situation in which you needed to have a 
group of friends watching out for your interests?   

 
 Another theme that runs through this novel is the theme of 

parenthood.  Several of the major characters have a parent 
continuing to have an extremely large impact on their lives:  the 
young Amanda lives under the shadow of her famous cop 
father, whereas Will Trent in the present has to deal with his 
abandonment as a child.  Did you feel that the contrast between 
these two experiences was an effective one?  

 
 Was Amanda right to hide the truth from Will about his past?  

Should she have tried harder to be a direct presence for him 
throughout his life, even if she had been unable to legally adopt 
him? 

 
 Another theme of this book is race.  We see in the scenes set in 

the past that African Americans were very much marginalized in 
the police department, and that efforts to change this were just 
beginning.  Do you believe that this change has been 



completed now, or that black people still suffer the same kinds 
of discrimination today that they had to face forty years ago? 

 
 Why do you think Angie did what she did at the end of the 

novel?  How do you think this is going to affect Will’s feelings 
about her? 

 
 During Lucy’s captivity, she thinks about the fact that kidnap 

victims sometimes come to identify with their captors.  Do you 
think that Kitty’s marriage to Hank was related to her own 
captivity? 

 
 We’ve seen two sides of Amanda, as a young and insecure girl 

and as an older, self-assured woman.  What do you think of her 
as a person?  What do you think about Will in the end, as 
opposed to the beginning?  How do you think the events of the 
present have affected his relationship with Sara? 


